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Dear Friends,

     It has been another remarkable year for Fisher-Nightingale Houses, Inc.
(FNHI), a year of robust growth and renewed commitment towards our vital
mission - providing support to the Greater-Dayton Area Fisher Houses. With
the unwavering dedication of supporters like you, we have made some
tremendous strides.

     The Fisher House Foundation builds comfort homes where military and
veteran families can stay free of charge while a loved one is in the hospital.
These homes are located at military and VA medical centers around the world.
FNHI is a 501(c)3 that supports the three Greater-Dayton area Fisher Houses.
There are two houses located on Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, and one
located at the Dayton VA Medical Center. Collectively, they house 37-
bedroom suites, which provide a total of 13,505 nights of lodging for their
guests annually. The monies and gifts received by FNHI directly support the
three Greater-Dayton area houses.

     In 2024, FNHI moved forward with several initiatives that have improved
our ability to continue to be good stewards of our gifts and to more
effectively share our story. A visit to www.FNHI.org will reveal a new website
that is interactive and full of the latest activities for FNHI. Our logo has been
updated to proudly display the Wright B Flyer, which is instantly recognizable
as a symbol of Dayton, Ohio. We launched our first ever Young Professionals
Group. The dynamic men and women who have stepped forward to join the
group and support FNHI have brought new ideas and approaches that have
quickly become a vital resource for our organization. 

     Our financial picture continues to be an industry-leader. We have once
again earned a four-star rating with Charity Navigator and a Platinum
Transparency rating with Candid. Additionally, we have been honored to be
nominated for The Torch Award for Ethics by the Better Business Bureau
serving Dayton and the Miami Valley. Being good stewards of the gifts given to
us is our highest priority. It is those very gifts that allow us to continue to
support those who have served us all.

     I know you will enjoy the passages in this report. Beyond the statistics you
will find personal stories that demonstrate exactly how meaningful the Fisher
Houses are to Greater-Dayton, and why the work that FNHI is doing remains
so vital. Please accept my personal invitation to join us at our annual gala,
Compassionate Care Heals, on April 26th, 2025, at The Sinclair Conference
Center where you can experience all things FNHI in person. Information
regarding the gala can be found at www.fnhi.org/cchgala25/.

 If I can be of service to you, please reach out. It is my greatest honor to share
all there is to learn about FNHI, and how you can participate in our collective
journey. 

With sincere appreciation, Dr. Kimberly A. Luse

Kimberly Luse
Ed.D; RT(R)
Executive Director
Fisher-Nightingale
Houses, Inc.

Message from the Executive Director

http://www.fnhi.org/


Fisher-Nightingale Houses, Inc has been nationally recognized
as a premier nonprofit with a 4-star rating from Charity
Navigator, and a Platinum Transparency from Candid.

FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHT

“Thank you for allowing our family to stay during our service
member’s surgery. Everything was nice and the staff was so

friendly... This was truly a blessing.”

"Thank you for such a wonderful stay. We arrived Sunday and I had
surgery Tuesday. I was given the gift of sight via implanted contact

lenses! We are very grateful to the Fisher House!"

"I was completely surprised by how wonderful this place is. Staff
here are super nice and helpful to me and my family. I am so grateful

I can do my surgery here. Thank you!"

Financial Statement Snapshot



I am proud to say I work at the Fisher House. Supporting our

military and their families during the challenging times is an

honorable duty for all of us here at Wright-Patterson AFB. We

are always full of excitement and hope that the time here

provides a sense of “home away from home”, filled with love

and compassion.

House Manager
Fisher House Dayton
VA Medical Center

Betsey Striebel

I am honored to be a part of the Fisher House mission at the
Dayton VA Medical Center. It is such a privilege to be able to
support the loved one’s of our Veterans. With the help of
FNHI, we are able to take extra special care of each Fisher
House guest during some of life’s most challenging times.
Fisher House is such a special place, not only a home with
beautiful accommodations, but a place that also takes care of
the heart, providing comfort, compassion and support.

Fisher House 
Dayton VA Medical Center
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House Manager
Fisher House I & II
Wright-Patterson
AFB
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Fisher House I & II 
Wright-Patterson AFB



     In the Spring of 2020, Karen Gannon experienced
extreme difficulty breathing leading to a medical crisis that
would require extensive and ongoing medical intervention.
With monthly treatments taking more than one day to
administer, and the WPAFB Medical Center more than an
hour from their home, Karen and Chris found themselves
either checking into a hotel at a significant expense, or
driving back and forth for two days, increasing the stress
and toll of each treatment.

        That was when Chris learned about the Fisher House. To quote Karen, "We were
welcomed with open arms at the Fisher House. My goodness, they found out I drink a lot
of water, and every time I show up, they tell me that they even have my water bottles
ready for me."  Because of the comfort provided by the Fisher House, Karen and Chris no
longer worry about accommodations each month, allowing them to remain focused
solely on healing, with a positive outlook for the future. 

Guest Stories
Karen Gannon



2001-2024
Joani Reynolds

     FNHI wants to extend a heartfelt thank you to our
founding and longest-serving board member, Joani
Reynolds. 2024 marked the end of a tenure that lasted
twenty-three years in continuous service to our non-
profit. During this time Joani assisted in many
fundraising events and was instrumental in the success
of the annual All American Evening. She helped
organize and transition that beloved event to the
Compassionate Care Heals gala that debuted in her
last year of service. She recruited and mentored new
board members and endlessly networked to connect
people and organizations to our important work.

A Special Thank You

     Today Joani remains an active volunteer in the Greater Dayton area and is
dedicated to promoting a healthier and more balanced lifestyle by teaching yoga
classes in the community. FNHI is a better organization because of Joani’s
decade’s-long contributions. We are grateful.

Fisher-Nightingale Houses, Inc., is a not-for-profit

organization established to provide financial support for

the Dayton, Ohio, area Fisher House compassionate care

facilities located on Wright-Patterson Air Force Base and

on the Dayton Veterans Affairs Medical Center campus.

We provide financial support to the national Fisher House

Foundation which builds the comfort homes across the

United States and overseas. The organization also works

to educate and inform the public in the Miami Valley

about the availability and benefits of the Fisher Houses.

Our Mission

Our Vision
Have well-supported, Greater-Dayton area Fisher Houses

that are known to the public as compassionate care homes

for the military and their families during times of medical

need.



Fisher-Nightingale Houses, Inc. extends heartfelt gratitude to our
generous community for their invaluable donations. Your unwavering
support ensures that we can continue providing a home away from home
for military families during their time of need. Your contributions directly
impact the lives of those who sacrifice so much for our country, offering
comfort, support, and a sense of belonging when it is needed most.
Together, we are making a profound difference in the lives of our service
members and their loved ones, and we are deeply thankful for your
kindness and generosity.

2024 Donation and
Fundraising Highlights



     The first volunteer Board was formed shortly after opening the Nightingale
House. It provided financial support and insured the future of the founders’ dream
for an affordable on base home-away-from-home for military families in medical
crisis.  In 1990 these dedicated founders, led by Captain Gretchen Lizza,
established and became the first members of the Nightingale House Support
Association, a private, non¬profit charitable organization. This Board assisted in
fundraising, staffing the house with volunteers and made all financial decisions.  
     The Board’s sole mission is to raise funds to support Fisher House
compassionate care lodging for patients and their families receiving critical medical
treatment. 
  The Fisher Houses are owned, managed, and supported financially by the Air
Force/Department of Defense (DoD) and the Department of Veterans Affairs.  The
Fisher-Nightingale Houses, Inc. donates funds to the Air Force/DoD and the
Department of Veterans Affairs to support the guests and operations of the three
Greater-Dayton areas Fisher Houses.
     The partnership between the Board, the House managers, the volunteers and the
Air Force/DoD and Department of Veterans Affairs has been essential to the
success of the Wright-Patterson AFB and Dayton VA Fisher Houses.  Together, we
have accomplished great things – together, we are making a difference!

2025 Executive Board Members 

President
Vice President
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Legal Councel
1st Trustee-at-Large
2nd Trustee-at-Large
3rd Trustee-at-Large
4th Trustee-at-Large
5th Trustee-at-Large
Media Relations Trustee

Jeffrey (Jeff) Owens 
Michael (Mike) Beauchamp
John Taffany
Patrick (Pat) Fillingim 
Anthony (Tony) Dattilo
Larry Johnson
Micah Thompson 
William (Bill) Records
Chet Cooper
Dan Sagraves
Pamela Piccoli (Appointed)

Dayton VA Medical Center Director’s Liaison
88th Force Support Squadron Liaison
Executive Director

Bobette Hart-Nelms
Audric Bills, Director
Kimberly Luse

2025 Executive Board Liaisons & Contributors 


